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Frank and Cheryl dated for two months and decided to move in together. They have lived together for four years and Frank would like to get married but Cheryl’s parents had a terrible divorce with consequences that lasted through her adolescent years and she is reluctant to marry. Frank considers Cheryl’s wants and desires before his own and does not push her for fear of distancing her. He loves her and wants her to be happy. She has little religion in her background and does not go to church. Frank’s father is a preacher and Frank has a strong belief in God and would like to go to church. However, he does not because Cheryl does not go. Frank’s family is not happy with that but he told them he wants to support his wife’s beliefs and honor her decision by not going himself. They do not like Frank and Cheryl living together out of wedlock but he stands firm in his resolve to stay with Cheryl and support her beliefs and wishes. Frank believes that he should take care of his wife and so has taken on a role somewhat like a caregiver. In years past, Cheryl was involved in an auto accident and injured her back. She had surgery which was somewhat effective but left her with residual pain for which she takes opiate pain relievers. She has taken hydrocodone for years and appears to be addicted. Frank’s family and some of his friends have questioned him about her use of pain medications but he supports her by saying she needs her medication to ease her pain and help her quality of life. Cheryl has lied to her family and friends about her use of pain killers and Frank has occasionally lied for her. He has called her job to make excuses when she wants to stay home and remain in bed. He admitted to his mother that Cheryl might “have a problem” but refused to discuss it further and contradicted her when she brought it up another time. Frank does not feel good about her use of opiates but wants Cheryl to be comfortable and so participates in her addiction by helping her continue taking opiates.
